
Isaiah 40v3; Malachi 3v1; Matthew 3v3, 11v10; Mark 1v1-3; John 1v23

God, thank You for Your never-ending, never-giving up love for us. Even in our 
constant rebellion of choosing ourselves, You still pursued and made a way back to 
You. When it seems silent, there is hope. Give us courage to trust You in the waiting. 
Stir our affections that we may tie our heart strings to You. You alone are our hope. 
Your love holds everything together. Amen.

After many generations, the voices of the prophets stopped and there was only: silence.
For 400 years, the people of God waited and wondered if they’d ever again hear 
God’s: voice.
The years of silence were broken when God sent an angel to a priest named: 
Zechariah.
Unable to have children, Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth would have a son named: 
John.
This promise fulfilled prophecy that John would lead God’s people and: prepare 
the way.

Q: What did we learn about God?
A: Even when it seems like God is not present, he is always faithful. He chooses to use 
people, even people who you would never expect, in unexpected ways to fulfill His 
promises.

Q: How do you think the people felt during 400 years of silence. How would you feel?
A: Abandoned, alone, hopeless, forgotten, angry, skeptical, powerless, betrayed, etc.

Q: Why did God send an angel and not a prophet?
A: To insure the validity of God’s promise. God is constantly doing things to validate His 
trustworthiness. History proves God’s continual, constant, and everyday faithfulness.  

Q: Why does the Bible tell us that Zechariah and Elizabeth were unable to have 
children?
A: God wants us to know His power (the ability) and authority (the right) to overcome 
the seemingly impossible. He wants us to know this is His work, for His purpose, and His 
glory.

Q: Where/how do we see the gospel?
A: John is another fulfilled promise, specifically, the one who will prepare the way for 
Jesus.
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